
         
October News_____________2009 

Dear Burcham Families, 
 Thank you for GREAT first weeks of school.  Students 
are learning and we are working very hard at school.  Please have 
your children get to bed early and feed them a good breakfast 
so that they are ready for their school work.  The traffic is 
coming along.  It is VERY important that you DO NOT get out of 
your car when in the car line to pick up.  Please park in a space if 
you want to walk your child into school or to the car.   
 Continue to call and provide documentation for your 
child’s absences.  It is very important.  When several absences 
or tardies are reached I will be sending home letters to remind 
you of our new attendance policy.  Even if absences are excused, 
the “Excessive Absences” will be a concern if you get near 9 
excused absences. 
 October brings us into the beautiful fall season.  As we 
watch the leaves change, take time to spend quality time with 
your children reading, walking, or just hanging out.   They are 
growing and changing before our eyes and we don’t want to miss 
it!          
          Sincerely, 

  Marla Pankratz, Principal 

 

 
Parent Conferences 

Attending your child’s parent conference could be one of the 
most important appointments you can keep.  You’ll not only have 
an opportunity to talk about your child’s academic progress, 
social skills, work habits, strengths/weaknesses, but also to ask 
any questions. You will receive an appointment note with the date 
and time for your parent conference in the near future. 

 
Picture Retakes 

On Oct. 29th , we will take pictures of all NEW students who 
came to Burcham after Oct. 1st .  We will also take pictures of 
any student absent on Oct. 1st . We will take pictures of anyone 
dissatisfied with his/her original picture.  To get a FREE retake 
you must send your child’s original picture package back to 
school before Oct. 29th  .     
 
 

Fitness Tip of the Month- Put your Elementary 
Fitness Calendar on the refrigerator each month.  
The October calendar is orange. Make an effort to 
complete each activity.  Start out with a goal to do 
at least 2 each week, and then increase your goals 
until you get to do it 5-7 days each week.  The 
activities are great opportunities for FAMILY time! 
 

 
Box Tops Collection is Underway! 

We are pleased to see everyone turning in your box tops. 
Please help us by turning in those boxtops.  We are 
looking for a parent who would like to help us create some 
fun contests for collecting them.  Please contact Mrs. 
Deborah Smith in the library if you are interested. 
  
 

 
Upcoming Events at Burcham… 

Oct. 1  Blunck’s Picture Day 
Oct. 2  Cookie Bookie 
Oct. 2  Congregation 8:30am 

 (Leaders: Miller’s Class) 

Oct. 6  Fire Clown Safety Assemblies 
Oct. 5-9     Fire Safety Week 
Oct. 8         Kindergarten to PBar Farms “Maize” 
Oct. 8   PreK Hospital Field Trip 
Oct. 12  WPS Board Mtg. 
  7 pm, WMS Library 
Oct. 13  Pre-K to Fire Station 
Oct. 13  T. Smith & Schamburg to ZOO 
Oct. 13    Guthrie Rites Hearing Screenings 
Oct. 15 & 16 Fall Break–No School 

Oct. 19-22 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

***Watch for a note  in your child’s backpack! 

Oct. 20-21 First Grade PE Classes going to 
United on Field Trip 

Oct. 21  PreK Police Dpt. Field Trip 
Oct. 22  NO Pre-K Classes today! 
Oct. 23  NO SCHOOL  
Oct. 26  PreK AM to Nursing Home 
Oct. 27  PreK PM to Nursing Home 
Oct. 28  PreK AM to Nursing Home 
Oct. 29  Blunck’s Picture retakes 
Oct. 29  Guthrie Rites Hearing Screenings 
Oct. 30  Storybook Dress-up Day 
  Fall Parties Kindergarten & 1st Grade 
Oct. 30  PreK to SWOSU Fall Festival 
Nov. 3  Bennett & Bonner to ZOO 
Nov. 4  Miller & Sterba & Salisbury to ZOO 

 
Principal’s Chair Reading Club 

Congratulations to our first members of the Principal’s 
Chair Reading Club.  Students who read books and return 

book lists to school earn recognition for their reading.  
They get to prop their feet up on the principal’s desk for 
a photo, get a Principal’s Chair Reading Club dog tag,  and 

a free Kid’s Meal from Casa Soto Mexican Restaurant. 
These students have already read 100 books this year:  

Autumn Brooks 

Callen Agan 

Maycee McSperitt 

 

 
10 Ways You Can Help a Child Succeed in School 

1. Show you care.  Your child needs hugs and words of support.  
Ask your child about school each day. 

2. Read, read, and read.  Read with your child or have him read 
every day.  Make it fun – talk about what you have read. 

3. Make home a place for learning.  Help your child practice 
reading, writing, math and science skills.  Stimulate your child’s 
creativity. 

4. Promote healthy habits.  Make sure your child gets plenty of 
sleep and exercise and eats balanced meals.  Schedule regular 
check ups.   

5. Be a role model.  Your child learns from you.  Be positive about 
education and show you enjoy learning. 

6. Encourage independence.  Allow your child to make mistakes 
and learn to accept their consequences.  Give your child 
responsibilities, such as household chores. 

7. Create a study routine.  Set a time and quiet place for your 
child to work everyday.  Go over homework and completed work 
together. 

8. Get involved.  Meet with your child’s teacher, attend school 
events and help out at school when you can. 

9. Build success.  Help your child’s self-esteem by setting 
reachable goals and praising your child’s efforts, not just 
results. 

10. Make school important.  Insist on good attendance and 
punctuality. 



 

THANKS*THANKS*THANKS 
*THANKS to all the parents who will be attending our Parent 
Teacher conferences. 
*Thanks to all parents who help us by joining us on Field Trips! 
*We appreciate all the parents who are volunteering time to 
work in our Workroom and classrooms. 
*Casa Soto, Braum’s, Mazzio’s & Pizza Hut continue to reward 
our students with reading incentives for the entire year. 
*We received a $40.05  donation from Target.  
*Thanks for sending HEALTHY snacks with your child when 
asked to furnish snacks. 
*Thanks to Sheila Mouse for coming once a week and working 
with students.   
*Thanks America Reads students and SWOSU students helping 
with FROG, working with students, and working in classrooms. 
*Parents who volunteered to help during Vision, Health, and 
Hearing screenings.  Kerry Slagell, Christina McSperitt, Jolie Hicks, 
Renee Lee, Mundy Berrong-Green, Laura Toczko, Jamie Wells, Tara Payne, 
Debbie Suderman 
*Parents who volunteered to help on school picture day. Mundy 
Berrong-Green, Lisa Gipson, Jessica Salazar, Laura Toczko 
*Parents who volunteered to do lunch duty during special days. 
Holly Winters, Debbie Suderman, Holly Cavanaugh, Tamara Christian, 
Jessica Salazar, Jolie Hicks 
*Parents who have donated water and crackers for our 
classrooms to use during a crisis. Tamra Brown and many others. 
*Thanks to Jackie Martinez and Veronica Aguinaga  for 
translating our Reading Handbooks and forms for Title I into 
Spanish!!   
 

PLEASE write your child’s name in the label of 

jackets & coats and inside backpacks & lunch 

boxes!  We have lots of lost items! 

Adopt-a-Teacher 
Many Thanks to the following people who have 

donated money to our classrooms for special 
projects and classroom materials. 

♥ Sterba, Bennett, & T.Smith – CMP Custom 
Woodworking - $300 ($100 ea teacher) 

♥ Miller – Karl & Brenda Stutzman - $300  

♥ Hunt – Blake & Kasey Badgett - $250 

♥ Schamburg – Joe & Kourtney Victery - 
$200 

♥ Whitefield – Robinson & Associates - $200 

♥ Hubin & Baxter – Sherrel 
Johnston/Olympic Gold Gymnastics - $100 
($50 ea teacher) 

♥ Baxter – Mark & Dana Hoffman - $100 

♥ Kardokus – Chad Chaplin Agency - $100 

♥ Schamburg – Tony & Brenda Louthan - 
$100 

♥ Schamburg – Steve & Betty Weitzel - $100 

♥ Cummins – Todd & Catherine DeVaughan - 
$100 

♥ Whitefield – Stephanie Helton - $100 

♥ Whitefield – Mark & Elizabeth McLean - 
$100 

♥ P. Smith – Chad & Stacy Cummins - $50 

♥ Ridley – Leslie Cook/CJ’s Southwest Tire - 
$50 
 

SAFETY DURING DIMISSALS 
If your child is not ready for you at dismissal when you 
drive through the circle drive, please drive on through, 
find a parking space and walk into the office and ask for 
your child.  Our duty teachers are in charge of the 
students that are outside and cannot go in to find other 
children in the rest of the building.   
Biggest Problems for Burcham Traffic: 
*People getting out of vehicles in the lanes to go into the 
building.  It blocks the drive for others.  Please park. 
*People not looking.  This is scary- it is not worth a child 
getting hurt!   
*People on cell phones are distracted. 
*People who don’t have a car tag.  Please ask your child’s 
teacher for one if you have a broken one or missed 
getting one. 

 

Kindergarten Field Trip T-Shirt Sponsors… 

The teachers like to have the Kindergarten 
students wear the same t-shirt to all field trips.  
Each class has their own special color and it really 
helps us spot our kids in a crowd. Thanks to the 
following parents and businesses that donated 
money and sponsored our KG Field Trip T-Shirts: 

Animal Hospital of Weatherford 
Bayless Insurance 
 Cavanaugh’s 
Cellular One 

Dana & Chad Chaplin 
CJ’s Southwest Tire Inc. 
Cummins Auto Group 

Todd DeVaughan Tree Service 
Gabehart 

Mundy & Dennis Green 
Ron & Johnna Hale 

Hulbutta 
Humphreys 

Francisco Yahir Juarez 
Kardokus Farms 

McCollom’s 
Bailey McDaniel 

Olympic Gold Gymnastics 
Payne’s Construction 
Will & Valerie Pekah 
Privilegie Skin Care 

Brady & Crystie Quisenberry 
Sofia Salazar 
Harrison Smith 

Tanner’s Collision Center 
Wes & Kristi Warren 

Your Time Spa & Fitness 

                                                                                                                                                        
First Grade Field Trip T-Shirt Sponsors… 

The teachers like to have the First Grade students 
wear the same t-shirt to all field trips.  Each class 
has their own special color and it really helps us 
spot our kids in a crowd. Thanks to the following 
parents and businesses that donated money and 
sponsored our First Grade Field Trip T-Shirts: 

A Stitch 4 U Embroidery 
Benchwarmer Brown’s 
Bluth Family Medicine 
Paul & Tamara Christian 
Devin & Christi Duvall 

Elite Transports 
Grandma’s Treasures 
Jackie & Allen Helt 
Stephanie Helton 

Hydro Medical Clinic 
Jeff & Annetta Jennings 

Kindsfather Family 
Lewis 

Mark & Elizabeth McLean 
Brock & Christina McSperitt 
Brason & Brittania Mills 

Megan Mills 
Jeff & Krystal Moses 

Erika Pinon 
Randy’s Plumbing 

Ray Family 
Robinson & Associates 

Stutzman Farms 
Teasley Plumbing 

Joe Victery – State Farm Insurance 
The Weitzel Family 

Willie Kilpest 
 

    

Thanks! 

Students have YELLOW bus passes on 

their backpacks for safety.  Please help 

us keep them on the backpacks ALL 

year!  These tags help our bus drivers. 


